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Sermon Outline: Make Me a Blessing
Matthew 5:14-16; Genesis 12:2; John 15:12; James 2:15-17
Sermon Title
Make Me a Blessing: When Christ Shines Through an Ordinary Life
Big Idea
God blesses his people so that the light and love of Jesus may flow through them to weary, sorrowing, and helpless people today.
Purpose Statement
To call the congregation to a life of consecrated witness in which proclamation, integrity, generosity, and practical mercy belong together.
Introduction
The hymn begins not inside the church but “out in the highways and byways of life.” It places discipleship in the actual roads where people are tired, sad, burdened, and forgotten. Its refrain is not self-praise but petition: “Make me a blessing.”
I. See the Need: “Many are weary and sad”
Matthew 5:14-16 calls disciples to visible light, not hidden religion.
The hymn teaches attentiveness: darkness, sorrow, weariness, and sadness are ministry signals.
Pastoral application: ask God to restore our ability to notice people rather than pass by them.
	Preaching Bridge
Christian service begins when we stop seeing interruptions and start seeing neighbors.



II. Tell the Story: “Tell the sweet story of Christ and His love”
The gospel must be spoken: Christ loves, forgives, restores, and saves.
The witness must be credible: “Others will trust Him if only you prove true.”
Sanctification and evangelism belong together because our life either confirms or contradicts our message.
III. Give What You Have Received: “Give as ’twas given to you”
Genesis 12:2 reveals the pattern of blessing: blessed to be a blessing.
John 15:12 grounds love in the Master’s own love for us.
James 2:15-17 reminds us that faith must become practical mercy: food, help, presence, service, and justice.
IV. Pray the Vocation: “Out of my life may Jesus shine”
The refrain keeps service humble: Jesus is the light; we are channels.
The prayer is daily and concrete: “to someone today.”
Invitation: make this prayer personal before naming a specific act of obedience.
Illustration Ideas
A lamp is useful not because it draws attention to itself, but because it gives light to a room.
A small act of kindness can become a doorway for gospel conversation.
A church mission project can move from “program” to “blessing” when names and needs become personal.
Conclusion and Call to Response
The hymn does not ask, “Can I become impressive?” It asks, “Can Jesus shine through me today?” Invite worshipers to name one person, one need, and one concrete action. Then sing or pray the refrain as a commitment.
Suggested Closing Prayer
Savior, make us a blessing. Let your light shine through our words, our integrity, our generosity, and our practical care. Send us into the highways and byways with the love of Christ. Amen.
Worship Planning Notes
Read Matthew 5:14-16 before singing and ask worshipers to listen for every image of light, witness, and good works.
Teach the hymn as a three-part movement: see human need, tell Christ's story, and serve with Christlike love.
Use the refrain as a spoken prayer of consecration before singing it, emphasizing the words 'out of my life may Jesus shine.'
Pair the hymn with a specific ministry opportunity so that its petitions lead directly to action.
Maintain a flowing 6/4 pulse and rehearse the page-spanning refrain carefully so the congregation breathes and phrases together.
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